


	Swallowcliffe Parish Council Meeting


[bookmark: _Hlk525057089][image: ]Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, Swallowcliffe on Thursday 9th January 2026 at 7:00pm.
Present
Present:
Cllr. Stephen Banas (Chairman, portfolio holder for: highways matters)
Cllr. Amanda Brockway (Vice chair, portfolio holder for planning, footpaths / rights of way and rep to Wiltshire Council's South West Area Board)
Cllr. Nick Oborne (Village Hall treasurer, portfolio holder for finance)
Cllr. Nigel Cooke (Portfolio holder for village asset maintenance and emergency planning)
Cllr. Sarah Taylor (Defibrillator, Parish Steward liaison)
Mr. Matthew Phillips – Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
In Attendance:
0 members of the public
Public Engagement
Start: 19:00
Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Cllr N. Najjar
No report - not present.
The Village Hall Committee Representative - Cllr N. Oborne
Bank balance £10,020.
Changed electricity supplier to British Gas to save money on standing charges.
[bookmark: _Hlk60233323]Wiltshire Council: SW Area Board – Cllr A. Brockway
Nothing significant to report.
[bookmark: _Hlk115194644]Environmental initiatives – Ms L. Boothman
Successful litter pick in December - less rubbish than normal.
Footpaths / Rights of Way - Cllr A. Brockway
Nothing to report.
Highway matters (including LHFIG) – Cllrs S. Banas & S. Taylor
LHFIG meeting was 26th November 2025.
West End SID installed 27th October 2025.
Common Lane SID installed 7th November 2025.
Flood Warden – Mr B. Fitzpatrick
Not present - no report.
[bookmark: _Hlk92109821]Parish Council Chairman’s Report – Cllr S. Banas
WALC has GDPR training for councillors in January which might be relevant; Cllr Stephen Banas will circulate to council members.
Jubilee plaque and protective fencing needs replacing due to damage from cattle. Have had quote from Phil Lane for up to £200 to replace; approved unanimously.
Input from Councillors or Residents on any matters not covered above.
None.
Formal meeting
Started at 19:22
Apologies for Absence:
To receive any apologies for absence.
Barry Fitzpatrick.
Lu Boothman.
 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations:
Members are reminded of their obligation to declare any interests in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct.
None reported
Adoption of Minutes:
To adopt the minutes of last Parish Council meetings on:
1. Thursday 9th October 2025 - Council meeting
Unanimously approved.
Parish Council Finance
1. Payments to Authorise
Approved payments totalling £220.00.
Payments made since the last meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk191569931]Received and approved list of payments made since the last meeting according to separate payment Schedule.
Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against Budget to Date
To be followed up post meeting between RFO and Cllr Nick Oborne.
Overpaid PAYE
Cllr Nick Oborne has made another claim for the transfer of overpaid PAYE.
Local Planning or Tree Applications made to Wiltshire Council
To receive and comment on any new applications.
No new applications.
SID Coverage – Rookery Lane
To discuss results of traffic survey carried out by Wiltshire highways on Rookery Lane from 29th October to 13th November 2025 and decide upon further actions.
Because results are such that Swallowcliffe is eligible for community speed watch, the council will present the results and options at the annual village meeting.
Defibrillator update
To receive report.
Cllr Sarah Taylor reported:
Pads were replaced because use by date was reached.
Batteries are OK.
Emergency planning update
To receive report.
Cllr Stephen Banas presented update regarding the state of the review of the relevant documents.
Cllr Nigel Cooke to help refreshing remining document (Emergency Resources & Volunteers).
Matthew Phillips to set up folder to share documents amongst committee.
AGAR and IT requirements
To discuss conclusions of AGAR and IT requirements subcommittee. Minutes from 25th November 2025 meeting can be found on parish council’s web site.
Unanimously agreed.
HR subcommittee report
To receive report from HR subcommittee.
Received report on clerk’s pay spine and performance rating; unanimously approved.
Council agreed to pay cost of the WALC CiLCA course for the clerk.
Proposal for project to renovate stream area by old churchyard and phone box
To receive update from Community action group lead by Cllr Amanda Brockway.
Inaugural meeting of ‘Swallowcliffe Team for Restoration Enjoyment Ecology and Maintenance’ (STREEM) was held on 6th January inst.
Bank account being set up.
Plan is to launch proposal at Annual Village Meeting.
Requested to transfer CPRE Best Kept Village competition prize money to STREEM’s account; unanimously approved.
Wiltshire Wildlife Trust coming to give advice on 29th January.
Shaftesbury HWRC charges
Matthew Phillips to draft letter to Wiltshire on behalf of PC.
Future meeting dates 2026-27
To confirm forthcoming meeting dates.
Parish Council meetings:
19th March 2026
7th May 2026 – Annual Council Meeting
Village Parish meeting:
9th April 2026
Matthew Phillips to propose further dates to be agreed at the next Parish Council meeting.
Budget and precept
To resolve on the 2026-27 budget.
Unanimously agreed to set the 2026-27 precept at £5,750 (an increase of 4.52%).
Meeting end
Closed at 20:56.
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