


	Swallowcliffe Parish Council Meeting


[bookmark: _Hlk525057089][image: ]Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held in the Village Hall, Swallowcliffe on Thursday 9th October 2025 at 7:00pm.
Present
Present:
Cllr. Stephen Banas (Chairman, portfolio holder for: highways matters)
Cllr. Amanda Brockway (Vice chair, portfolio holder for planning, footpaths / rights of way and rep to Wiltshire Council's South West Area Board)
Cllr. Nick Oborne (Village Hall treasurer, portfolio holder for finance)
Cllr. Nigel Cooke (Portfolio holder for village asset maintenance and emergency planning)
Mr Matthew Phillips – Parish Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer
In Attendance:
Ms Lu Boothman (Environmental initiatives)
0 members of the public
Public Engagement
Start: 19:00
Wiltshire Councillor’s Report – Cllr N. Najjar
Reported on Poles Farm planning application refusal.
20mph limit in Ansty approved – to be instigated in November.
C13 through Bishopstone speed limits rationalised to 30mph.
Reported on area board grants to Broadchalke and Fovant.
Chalke Valley youth events funded by area board; possibility of joining up with them for few hundred pounds.
The Village Hall Committee Representative - Cllr N. Oborne
Cash end September £9,942.00
Accounts have been audited.
Barbecue net surplus £642.65.
Has paid half share of land registration fee to solicitors.
[bookmark: _Hlk60233323]Wiltshire Council: SW Area Board – Cllr A. Brockway
Reported on updates from meeting of 17th September. 
· Police update on burglary and retail crime (zero tolerance). Will soon have community police presence 2 hours a week in Fovant village hall / Fovant Youth Club – monthly drop in times to be advised.
Flood planning – have remapped flood areas; landowners should check re-evaluated risks.
LHFIG only £250 remaining.
Area grants: all approved.
Discussed Dorset £10 charge for Wiltshire residents to use Shaftesbury HRC.
NB Full minutes are available here: https://cms.wiltshire.gov.uk/documents/g16082/Public%20minutes%20Wednesday%2017-Sep-2025%2018.30%20South%20West%20Wiltshire%20Area%20Board.pdf?T=11
[bookmark: _Hlk115194644]Environmental initiatives – Ms L. Boothman
Next litter pick 22nd November.
A few more daffodil bulbs to be planted on the Gigant Street triangle.
Footpaths / Rights of Way - Cllr A. Brockway
Explained Wiltshire’s council website for the logging of rights of way and related assets, for which you need to be trained to use.
Observed that footpaths have been better maintained this year than in previous years and gave thanks to those who gave their time.
Location for gate on SWAL5 identified and agreement in principle made with landowner, awaiting decision on when to install.
Highway matters (including LHFIG) – Cllrs S. Banas & S. Taylor
Speed Indicator Device (SID) socket and poles installed in Common Lane in West End. Since poles have greater diameter than previous poles, some adjustment needed for SID to fit. We are looking for people to adopt the SIDs to oversee and monitor, and to report data.
LHFIG: nothing significant to report.
Anti-parking posts at old churchyard are rotten and need replacing. Committee agreed unanimously in principle to replace them.
Reported on notification from Wiltshire Highways about Yule Hill hedges encroaching across the road. Two vehicles cannot pass. Lorries and tractors catch branches and pull them down. This has been actioned and vegetation is being cut back.
Presented outline plan proposed by members of St Peters PCC for 21 car parking spaces to be created to the north of the graveyard for the use of visitors to the church. Enquiries to be made to Wiltshire CC about permissions required.
Some Gigant Street trees have been sympathetically trimmed by Wiltshire Highways.
Flood Warden – Mr B. Fitzpatrick
None (apologies sent).
[bookmark: _Hlk92109821]Parish Council Chairman’s Report – Cllr S. Banas
Autumn newsletter is in progress; ready to go out.
Delighted with Best Kept Village award.
Congratulations to Matthew Phillips (Clerk) for completing the Introduction to Local Council Administration (ILCA) qualification.
Input from Councillors or Residents on any matters not covered above.
None.
Formal meeting
Started at 20:00
Apologies for Absence:
To receive any apologies for absence.
Mr. Barry Fitzpatrick.
Cllr. Sarah Taylor
 Declarations of Pecuniary Interests & Dispensations:
Members are reminded of their obligation to declare any interests in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct.
None reported
Adoption of Minutes:
To adopt the minutes of last Parish Council meetings on:
1. Wednesday 3rd July 2025 - Council meeting
Unanimously approved.
Monday 29th August 2025 - Extraordinary Parish Council Meeting.
Unanimously approved.
Parish Council Finance
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Payments to Authorise
Approved payments totalling £1983.19, £1485.46 of which has been reclaimed from HMRC.
Payments made since the last meeting
[bookmark: _Hlk191569931]Received and approved list of payments made since the last meeting - see separate payment Schedule.
Bank Reconciliation and Spend Against Budget to Date
To receive and note. Cllr N. Oborne to confirm and sign the bank reconciliation report.
[Signed subsequent to meeting on 19th October 2025]
Local Planning or Tree Applications made to Wiltshire Council
To receive and comment on any new applications.
PL/2025/07931 - Chaldon House, Swallowcliffe, Salisbury, SP3 5NX - Eucalyptus - Reduce the overall crown back to the original pruning points
- No objection.
PL/2025/07993 - TANNERS BROOK, GIGANT STREET, SWALLOWCLIFFE, SALISBURY, SP3 5PF Tree Works
- No objection.
Poles Farm Planning Application Update
To receive a verbal report of any updates. To resolve on any further action.
Planning application refused by Wiltshire Council planning committee on 9th October 2025.
No further action at this time.
SID Coverage – Rookery Lane
To receive a verbal report on the SID for Rookery Lane. To resolve on any further action.
We’re in queue for traffic survey on Rookery Lane in West End.
Best Kept Village Competition
To receive any verbal update from Cllr Brockway.
Successful presentation of awards ceremony & celebration afterwards.
Note that we cannot enter the same competition for the next two years.
Prize money to be used to replace rotten bench just east of the stream adjacent to the Royal Oak, and to enhance that area.
Defibrillator update
Our Defibrillator’s batteries & pads need checking and replacing. (Notification received from sales@defibsupplies.co.uk.)
Required actions to be researched and actioned.
Pre-approval for spending required for replacement of batteries and pads as is necessary was unanimously made.
Emergency planning update
To receive report.
Emergency scenario procedures are being checked and updated.
AGAR and IT requirements
As per the AGAR requirement briefing note:
For points A to G below, a subcommittee was set up to discuss and decide actions. Committee consists of: Cllr. Stephen Banas, Cllr. Amanda Brockway, Cllr. Nick Oborne, and Matthew Phillips – Parish Clerk, to report back in time for actions to be made prior to AGAR audit.
1. Domain name.
To resolve on the choice of domain name.
Domain name services.
To resolve on a provider for domain name and email services, and to authorize clerk to purchase said services.
WCAG 2.2 level AA
To resolve on approach to improve web site to meet WCAG 2.2 level AA, and to authorize clerk to purchase said services.
Information Commissioner’s Office registration.
To resolve on approach for Information Commissioner’s Office registration.
Publication Scheme.
To resolve on approach for updating of Publication Scheme.
GDPR policy document.
To resolve on approach for updating GDPR policy document.
IT Policy document.
To resolve on approach for creation of IT Policy document.
Proposal for project to renovate stream area by old churchyard and phone box
To resolve on management approach (committee / sub-group structure), budget, grant approaches, and actions.
Community action group involving members from parish council, PCC, environmental champions, and other community representative(s) to be set up, led by Cllr. Amanda Brockway.
Councillor training
To resolve on any actions for training requirements for councillors for the remainder of the year and the 2026/27 municipal year.
Clerk to send links to available training to councillors, for them to be able to decide if any are relevant to be undertaken by them in 25/26.

Projects for 2026/27
Members are invited to suggest costed projects for the 2026/27 municipal year. Final budget to be agreed in January 2026.
Known projects to include AGAR-required IT projects, and potential additional SID socket and pole.
Meeting end
Closed at 20:58
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